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points out that the deltaic plain of Egypt resembles the
Imperial Valley of California, hoth being the creation of
silt-laden streams and that millions of dollars have been
expended in that valley to get rid of the silt.

Since Doctor Taylor iz one of the first high authorities
to question the value of Nile silt and since should fuither
experiments corroborate his findings the effect would
not only be far reaching but also it would justify the
course followed hy American engineers in the Imperial
Valley of California.

Dr. Taylor’s conclusions are:

1. A dressing of Nile silt without a summer fallow
does not maintain crop vields.

2. A dressing of Nile silt following a summer fallow
(as in the basin system of irrigation) does not increase
crop yield.

3. The zumumer fallow iz the effective agent in the
maintenance of soil fertility under perennial irrigation.

4. Nile silt is not the agent responsibla for the muain-
tenance of soil fertility and has not the fertilizing prop-
erties previously attributed to it without investigation.—
A.J. H

A rare day in Auwgust—The weather of August 4 in
Washington, D. C., was exceptionally pleasant, coming
as it did after 10 consecutive days with maximum tem-
perature above 90° F. Nearly an inch of rain fell the
night of the 3d—4th and the wind shifted to northwest,
whence it blew all day of the 4th with a speed about 100 per
cent above the average August speed. This combination,
clear sky and fresh northwest winds, is rarvely experienced
in the summer months in Waskington, D. C.

The barometric formations that led to this very agree-
able change are of more than passing interest since they
raise the age-old query, Why do cyclones at times increase
in intensity? By intensity is meant an increase in the
barometric gradient that materially strengthens the
winds.

The barometric situation on the morning of August 2
was as follows: A trough of low pressure, axis, n;s
stretched from eastern Nebraska to and beyond the
Canadian border; in the southern end of the trough was
a secondary cyclone with a closed isobar of 29.70 inches.
Directly to the eastward an auticyclone with inner isol:ar
of 30.10 inches covered Michigan and part of Lake Huron.
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The juxtaposition of these two formations doubtless gave
to the secondary cyclone what may be called potential
energy of position, since the winds on its eastern front
were augmented and intensified by the circulation of the
anticyclone, the wind direction in both circulations being
substantially the same direction and thus they contrib-
uted to the convergence of air streams in the east front of
the cyveclone. The increase in intensity may be measured
by the 12-hour pressure fall associated with the cyclone;
on the morning of the 2d it was 0.16 inch, by the p. m. of
the same day it had increased to 0.18 inch and by the
a. m. of the 3d it was 0.28 inch and 2-hour pressure
falls of 0.04 to 0.6 inch were reported from nine stations,
thus showine a spreading of the pressure fall in the cyclone.
On the morning of the 4th the central pressure fall had in-
cressed to 0.48 inch and one station reported a 2-hour fall
of 0.12 inch; by this time the central isobar of the cyclone
had dropped from 29.70 inches to 29.30 inches and the cool
winds on its west side were fresh from the northwest bring-
ing an agreeable respite from the high temperatures of the
previous week or 10 days.—A. J. H.

Meteorological swmmary for Chile, July, 1829 (by J.
Bustos Navarrete, Observatorio del Salto, Santiago, Chile).—
This month was relatively dry in the central zone, and
somewhat rainy in the southern part of Chile.

During the first days of the month there prevailed, gen-
erally, a régime of hich pressure with variable weather in
the south. Between the 7th and the 9th a relatively im-
portant depression crossed the extreme southern region
and brought unsettled weather and rain between Con-
cepcion and Chilce. In the southern zone the unsettled
conditions persisted until the 12th.

After an interval of calm another depression appearing
from the west on the 15th caused general rains from Ata-
cama to Chiloe on the 16th; on the following day the un-
settled weather gave place and there was established an
anticyelonic régime that continued, with variations, until
the ciose of the month. In this period only one relatively
important depression crossed the extreme south; this was
accompanied by rain on the 27th extending north to Con-
cepceion.

Monthly precipitation in inches was recorded as follows:
At Santiago, 1.10; in the region of Concepcion, 2.87; and
in the region of Valdivia, 21.02.—Translated by W. W. R.
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Mariolopoulos, E. G.
Sur la température a la surface du sol et & différentes pro-

fondeurs a Athénes. Athénes. 1928, p. xxii—xxix.
figs. 29 cm. (Extr.: Annales del'Observ. nat. d’ Athénes.
t. 10.)

Maurain, Ch., & others.
Données numeriques de physique du globe. Paris. 1928.
vii, p. 1443-1502. figs. 27 em. (Tables annuelles de
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